Female circumcision’s programms in the Netherland

All forms of female circumcision are since 1993 in the Netherland prohibited and it’s regarded as a crime which is punishable if anyone living in this country for one reason or the other secretly goes out to carry this act out . The government of Netherland took this action because, lots of evidence has showed the following damaging effects on the health of our daughters (females).:

a. The girl may become ill

b. She develops abdominal pains/menstruation problems en extreme pijn

c. She gets problems with giving birth in the future, with urinating en too much   bloodlost. 

d. The risk of been barren is there due to gynaecological infection  

e. She develops the chance infection en 

f. The chance of death of the girl is high

g. Scars are formed

Prevention of female circumcision in Den Haag

The world health organisation (WHO) opposes all forms of circumcision of girls en sees it as prejudicial to the health of girl and women.

The Europeans considers any form of circumcision to be children ill-treatment and women oppression. This is also the stand of the local government in Den Haag.

The government through it’s ministry of health down to the local level, in the Den Haag we have the GGD, is doing all in his power to inform and educate all the citizens about the preventie of female circumcision. The problems of female circumcision is no more restricted to Africa but as spread all over the world.

Van North-America to new sealand, Australia to Europe because it has been as tradition with the divers migrationflow. For more in information contact your own local health office.

Prevention of female circumcision for Nigerians in Den Haag 

GGD Den Haag has established a department in their office to deal with issues of circumcision of girls. A lot of Africa countries where considered as problem countries where this act still takes place. Among which, ‘Nigeria’. GGD, in search of contact with the residents of these countries in Den Haag, in order to get them informed,

After aan interview regarding this issue with James Owie, found Stichting Africa Life Den Haag (foundation) as contact groep for Nigerians living in Den Haag. From this foundation were three volunteers selected and trained in the weekend of 13, 14  & 15 april 2007 as what is known as SLEUTELPERSONEN (Keypersons) after been awarded a certificate to this issue, to give seminars and to contact Nigerians in Den Haag. For foto’s from this training weekend? www.africalife.nl 

The volunteers are:

Jonathan Ogidi-Nwankwo

Yvette Yago &

James Owie

This year 2007 three free seminars with light entertainment will be given. The dates are 2nd of September( the speaker of the day is James Owie), 28th of October ( the speaker is Yette Yago) and 11th of november (speaker is Jonathan Ogidi-Nwankwo.

Time is 16.00 hr to 17.30hr respectively

Location: Weimarstraat 69, Den Haag at the office of Stichting Africa Life Den Haag.

In 1997 (WHO) reported the rate of girls circumcision in Nigeria to be 60%. In the south, was the kind numbered 1 & 2 carried out 

Nr. 1  is considered to be the ones where a sharp point/mark or cut in foreskin of the clitoris.

Nr 2. is removing the clitoris & the whole or part of the small pubiclips EN 

In the north the kind they call type 3

Infibulatie or pharaonistic circumcision. This the removing of the clitoris, the whole or part of the small pubiclips en the roundwound is stitched together. A small vagina hole is left for urinating and menstruationblood flow.

All these forms of circumcision or more of any kind is prohibited and it can cost you the prison.

Reasons people gives for girls circumcision

It belongs to our custom & values

It protects the vaginity

The chance of getting married is greater

It give social status

It belongs to our religion and belief

It is hygienic and beautiful

Prevention programm’s in Africa

A lot of activities with regard to girl circumcision has been going on in the past few years in Africa.

1n 1984: Inter – Africa committee was established in Dakar Senegal

In Nigeria: A lot of campaigns against carrying out girl circumcision.

Changes in Africa

Talking about this issue some years ago was a taboo but now discussion are going on.

Laws are put in place in some countries.

Some religious leaders are now negative about this issue

6 february is the international day  zero tolerance against  girl circumcision

Say no to girls circumcision

For more info or help:

GGD Den Haag 070 3535832/5837

Or

Stichting Africa Life Den Haag. info@africalife.nl/www.africalife.nl

